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love of art, and zeal for its advancement, could have induced
men to join such a body. But the zeal of the German Society
was more according to knowledge than that of their new asso-
ciate : they listened with approving ear to his vivid represen-
tations, and wide-spreading projects, but declined taking any
part in the execution of them. Dalberg alone seemed willing
to support him. Mortified, but not disheartened by their
coldness, Schiller reckoned up his means of succeeding with-
out them. The plan of his work was contracted within
narrower limits; he determined to commence it on his own
resources. After much delay, the first number of the Rhei-
niscke Thalia, enriched by three acts of Don Carlos, appeared
in 1785. It was continued, with one short interruption, till
1794. The main purpose of the work being the furtherance of
dramatic art, and the extension and improvement of the public
taste for such entertainments, its chief contents are easy to be
guessed at; theatrical criticisms, essays on the nature of the
stage, its history in various countries, its moral and intellec-
tual effects, and the best methods of producing them. A part
of the publication was open to poetry and miscellaneous
discussion.

Meditating so many subjects so assiduously, Schiller knew
not what it was to be unemployed. Yet the task of com-
posing dramatic varieties, of training players, and deliberating
in the theatrical senate, or even of expressing philosophically
his opinions on these points, could not wholly occupy such a
mind as his. There were times when, notwithstanding his
own prior habits, and all the vaunting of dramaturgists, he
felt that their scenic glories were but an empty show, a lying
refuge, where there was no abiding rest for the soul. His
eager spirit turned away from their paltry world of paste-
board, to dwell among the deep and serious interests of the
living world of men-. The Thalia, besides its dramatic specu-
lations and performances, contains several of his poems, which,
indicate that his attention, though officially directed else-
whither, was alive to all the common concerns of humanity;
that he looked on life not more as a writer than as a man.
The Laura, whom he celebrates, was not a vision of the mind;